Syriac sacred music is among the most ancient Christian musical traditions; it is sung
in ancient Syriac or Aramaic, the language spoken by Christ. The origins of this
musical tradition go back to what was in use within the original Apostolic
community, after Saint Peter moved from Jerusalem to Antiochia - the original home
Patriarchate of the Syriac Church. The traditional celebration of the Christmas Fire
presents the Mystery of the Nativity with the great poetry and the profound
spirituality of the Church Fathers; it is of outmost Beauty.

It is with great joy and emotion that the Laus Plena Foundation has supported this
project of the lragi Syriac Catholic Sacred Music Working Group, composed of
professional musicians, under the patronage of the Syriac Catholic Patriarch, H.B.
Youssef Il Yunan, and of the Bishop of Mosul, Erbil and Kurdistan, H.E. Mgr. Yohanna
Petros Mouche. The Foundation hereby expresses its profound gratitude to the
Syriac Catholic Music Working Group, who has recorded this CD under the impulse of
Br. Poles Gajuo, in the midst of the very difficult present conditions of the Syriac
community in Iraqg. Indeed, this CD is like a flower grown in a desert, as a light that
shines in the darkness of these times. It tells of the wonder of the light of God, which
brought together earth and heaven, which brought together God and man.

Fr. Armando Pierucci, President of the Foundation Board
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