And the word became flesh (John 1:1-5)
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, anll the Word was God. *He was in the beginning with
God®All things came into being through him, and without him not oj ing came into being. What has come into

being *in Him was life, and the life was the light of all people. *The lightghines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it.
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THE FIRE OF CHRISTMAS

Syriac sacred music is among the most ancient Christian musical traditions; it is sung in
ancient Syriac or Aramaic, the language spoken by Christ. The origins of this musical tradition
go back to what was in use within the original Apostolic community, after Saint Peter moved
from Jerusalem to Antiochia - the original home Patriarchate of the Syriac Church. The
traditional celebration of the Christmas Fire presents the Mystery of the Nativity with the
great poetry and the profound spirituality of the Church Fathers; it is of outmost Beauty.

It is with great joy and emotion that the Laus Plena Foundation has supported this project of
the Iragi Syriac Catholic Sacred Music Working Group, composed of professional musicians,
under the patronage of the Syriac Catholic Patriarch, H.B. Youssef Il Yunan, and of the Bishop
of Mosul, Erbil and Kurdistan, H.E. Mgr. Yohanna Pétros Mouche. The Foundation hereby
expresses its profound gratitude to the Syriac Catholic Saered Music Working Group, who
has recorded this CD under the impulse of Br. Poles Gajuo, in the midst of the very difficult
present conditions of the Syriac community in Iraq. Indeed, this CD is like a flower grown in
a desert, as a light that shines in the darkness of these times. It tells of the wonder of the light
of God, which brought together earth and heayen, which brought together God and man.

Fr. Armando Pierucci, President of the Foundation Board
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(The dedicated folk walks from the Altar to the courtyard of the church where there is a prepared pile of hay and they sing)

Your Beautg has amazed me

#% Iam amazed describing your beauty, O Mary, daughter of David. And incapable, O blessed Virgin,

to speak about you. Your descriptions are greater than my tongue could say them, O daughter of

Joachim, because you have overtopped all women’s behaviors, O Mother of God.

All the angels were in awe and fear when they looked at and saw Him; When they saw Him, they

stopped their swift moves and started moving quietly. He bowed His great majesty, and glorified

the human flesh. He made His manger like the sky, to resemble it with the universe.

#  Elizabeth said: you are blessed among women, O Mary, daughter of David, and blessed is the fruit

of thy womb. And Gabriel said: “You will teem a marvelous child, and He is to be called son of

God”.

His radiance will shake the powerful movement of the wings of the Seraphim. The manger is where

He wanted to be. His glorious birth is worshiped. Lights and wafts are glorifying him by their very

movements, shepherds and children offer Him gifts of glory.

# O Mary daughter of David, you are the fleece of Gideon, you who nourished the whole world with
a dew full of life. And you washed away the sin of Adam, who had decayed with the devil. And Eve
has risen up her head which was bowed down in paradise.
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In His headquarters fire and spirit beings are in fear of Him. And he was scarfed in worn swaddle,
in quietness and tranquility. At His palace, His power is mighty and holy and amazes the victorious.
In the in the dust of flesh He has hidden His abundant and bright Glory.

Wonderful is your pregnancy, o Mary daughter of David, and your childbirth is astonishing, O
Mary mother of God, as you have become pregnant through the Holy Spirit and delivered Jesus, the
son of God. Behold Him, He who is glorifying your memory among the four corners of the earth.

(And when they arrive to the place of the fire, they sing the following Psalm)
Psalm 248

God told me you are my son, Alleluiah, Alleluiah, and today I have begotten you.

Ask me and I will make all nations, Alleluiah, Alleluiah, your inheritance.

And the earth’s farthest ends, Alleluiah, Alleluiah, you will have the authority to crack them with
arod of iron.

And as earthenware you break them, Alleluiah, Alleluiah, now, O kings, understand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

From ages to ages and forever. Amen, Alleluiah.
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Where the Word is

Suddenly all the hidden symbols disappeared, and all the umbrage disappeared too, through the truth
which shone up quietly. Because they have seen our Savior stepping out through closed doors. On the
day of His birth from you, O Virgin Mary and mother, you are worthy that we give praise with beatitude
for thy womb.

A special prayer for Mother of God

Introduction: For the sake of eternal light, that has shone from the divine light, and from a virgin lap and
the womb of a mother, the fruit of life has grown; For the sake of the wonderful Child who glorified and
praised the memory of his Mother in heaven and on earth; To whom all the glory and honor is due, at this
time and at all times, and at all hours and seasons, and all days of our life and forever. Amen.

Body: No tongues ever can describe your characteristics, O Virgin immaculate, full of all beauty, O
Mother of the Messiah, our Savior, who by His salvational appearance, took away from us the darkness
of sin and the shades of immorality. And because we know that you are the advocate of life and a fountain
of salvation, the blessed field, and the stairs that ascend to heaven, we say, wonderingly, “Blessed be you,
O bodily vehicle; for the Master of all angels came into you, blessed be you, O spiritual golden thistle,
for the ark of covenant appeared from you; And now, O Mary full of graces, call for God the Son, who
arose from you, to wipe out our sin through His grace, and to remove our ignorance through His mercy.
So that we and our defuncts will deserve the divine Jerusalem, and Abraham’s embrace. So that we can
raise glory and give praise to Him , the Son, and God his Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and for all
times and forever. Amen.
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On the birthdag of the Son of God

On this day of the birth of the Son of God, heaven, earth and all creations rejoice in Him. The
watchers cry out “Glory in the highest”, and the angels also (cry out) “Peace on earth”; The
shepherds and the Magi that came with their offerings, and nations, races and generations, all sing
glory, Alleluiah, to the Child, the giver of life to all.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

From ages to ages and forever. Amen, Alleluiah.
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Virgin Mother of God, your very remembrance is a blessing. Answer the petitions of the far and of
the near ones. He who is sick, give him health; He who is wearied, ask courage for him, and he who
is in evil, shatter and chase it away from him. By your prayers and petitions, let mercy be upon us,
Alleluiah; Your prayer will help us.

Jacobite prayers

Alleluiah, Alleluiah, Alleluiah, say Alleluiah, as the shepherds said, Alleluiah in Bethlehem.

Sing, sing, sing and sing, Alleluiah, as the shepherds sang, Alleluiah in Bethlehem.

O wise ones, come and see the newborn Child in the swaddling clothes, and wonder at Him, for
every creation (remains astonished) by His gesture, and observes Him lying in flesh in the manger;
And He is ruling the heaven and the earth with His Father.

Look at Him, who sits in the heavenly chariot, and the Virgin carries Him in her bosom; And He is
the same one, before whom Gabriel and his companions prostrate on their faces, and the house of
Joseph carries Him in their arms.
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The young girl gives Him milk, as if to a child, to the one who gives rain and dew to the seeds of
the earth. If you have a soul full of faith, observe with your mind, and see that He is fully above
and below.

Glory to the Father, who willed in His love, and sent His Son; And worship the Son who was born
today from a daughter of David; And thanks to the Spirit who stirred the heavenly gatherings, who
cries out “Praise, peace and hope to the whole world”.

Sing, sing, sing, and say Alleluiah,

As the shepherds sang in Bethlehem.
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Alleluiah. As it was said about Zion: a mighty man was born in her, and He constructed her. Alleluiah.
Bless us, O Lord.

The Gospel (Luke 2:1-20)

In those days, a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was
the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own
town. And ]oseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary,
his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in
a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
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Praise of the angels

(The celebrant and folk turn around the pile of hay three times, and then they fire the hay, while singing the praise song)
As the angels and the archangels sing praise, like them we offer praise, while we say at all times
and in all seasons:

#  Glory to God, in the highest heaven. And on earth, peace, tranquility and good hope to people.
s % We praise You, we bless You, we adore You, we ascend hymns of praise to You.

We give thanks to You because of Your great glory. Lord Creator, Heavenly King, God the Father
Almighty.
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Lord God, Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit.

Lord God, Lamb of God and Word of the Father, who take away the sin of the world, have mercy

on us.

He who takes away the sins of the world, incline Your ear to us and receive our supplications. He
who sits at the right hand of His Father, have pity and mercy on us.

#  For, You alone are holy, Lord Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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At all times and on all the days of my life, I bless You and I praise Your holy and blessed name
forever, He who is and remains for ever and ever.

#  Blessed are You, Lord Almighty, God of our fathers. Your name is blessed and glorified with praises,
for ever and ever.

To You belongs glory, to You belongs praise, to You belongs honour, God of all, Father of truth with
the Only Begotten Son and also the Living Holy Spirit, now and always and for ever and ever.
Amen.
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#  Lord Jesus Christ: Do not close the door of Your mercy on our faces, Lord. We confess that we are
sinners, have mercy on us.

¢ Lord, Your love made You descend from Your place to us, so that through Your death, our death will
come to an end, have mercy on us.

#  Holy are You, O God. Holy are You, the Strong. Holy are You Immortal (the deathless). Have mercy
on us. (Three times)

¢« Lord, have mercy on us. Lord, have pity and mercy on us. Lord, receive our prayers and have
mercy on us.

#  Glory to You, Our God. Glory to You, Our Creator, Glory to You Our hope for ever.
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(The celebrant continues the reading of the Bible)

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered
at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them.

(The folk and the celebrant carrying Jesus the child get back to the church towards the cave, while singing this song)

The Virgin gave a wonderous birth

#  The Virgin gave birth to wonder. Come; let us go to see Him who was older than all generations,
and who was wrapped round with swaddling clothes. The Virgin who gave birth to the Ancient of
the days, the Mighty One who weighed the mountains, the young ones carried him. He who gives
bread to the hungry ones, suck milk as a child. The Son who does not have a beginning wished to
have a beginning, and He came to birth, and He does not have an end.

27



28 Jsoly Lnad
- or Bsatale RS (il 1N LAY Kok . Koty sutaors

vy 28 »

Il\éoleo \,....oeu:o gy lad N

s 9 7

i LI-» ’l,eo LI—,L\..; as Sae

o sor ror o
) i e “H0

RS
o Joor oS Lsan ol Suyholo - o Lt ol 0o . omd asad ais oo
2+ Tanis
o oo L’o:;; 1;30 50 Lsen
R KSR oy 1e5 pr - o L5 sofis . Jiano (G Josa
QRN C AN W
ESAY LiSeos I KA e
e Bt Lidod . Jo3 dosan Ko oy
o I5l50 Liaad sutaoy pioso . LaiatN Lojol Joos . & wan (551
PRE NG A

2" P oo il

JRars ANoRs . zarioans baws | NILol La LA 108 iuy o [Antin s

o 5. ol

(.n.axn RSt as ey
C ONLaw el oy & wify ey

905 5 o m

Masidye Jiane : JsoLye L3ly Iasoy
& o1 L..;q.-. ....'nouso ﬂ“m”o !L\aam o 2 ..a.agqa |Ma=o l:o ,(.: 2Asl



Dlall ae b A4, THE FIRE OF CHRISTMAS

JA L’))"J g ,@.lo ;5-\.!' C‘LA‘\ J,QU/‘-\’UJ' 3@-\ C}m LAJ\' f. J}:JV M{L@J\ )‘\f &
b 8 gslesd STl ) S 5t "'\f‘va‘Lw\é‘;gj.zigﬂi
o & a8 :u.u, 63\ fw b 2Ly ‘C;,B; cs,\g:b; e ;},."-.J}
S s Nl S

RN Jn Qs LE ,da Jel ofls Sy Z o Jm 3 532 als sl
s eza 5h feenidlg (sl :;\: Ll ¢yl tr*“ BETSl L Ol Wi QJLLUl
Jé)\b ;\A...J\ d UA;: ,,.h&) ‘u}x.»U b}: )Lﬁ) Q) \.)Jé Q—.’ w

¥ gl \v. u)m e
o:).L.M ._)u).;u s s.n ‘Juf. WT; \55\ a0 als Wl S Y deyda J}..J\ L@_J\
5 sHhs 228 458 o e o 2B 3N o?f\ J&,‘v, u;u (.»,J&h} L)

JA!) Luﬁxﬁ— J\;b:} ‘-d 4.§ ‘JL.? <Hle .LaJ SLAJ\ (YV L@.‘j \fJJ\ JL«.’YB
38

o

m—\\

¢ In the memory of the Blessed Virgin Mother of God, the creation rejoices and sings praise to the
One Son of God, who manifested from her and freed us from curse; And He devoured the blow of
the law court and abolished the sentence and caused Adam and his children to return back to the
heavenly kingdom. Behold, the nations were saved by His blood, and the Church betrothed Him
and rejoices in Him, and at the Mother who gave Him birth; Sing praise to Him.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

#  The ancient Just ones called Mary “daughter of David, holy Virgin with beautiful and desirable
names”. Ezekiel, son of captivity, called her “closed door, Solomon’s closed garden and sealed
spring”. David had named her “city”. And Christ, the Grass who is in her, sprouted from her
without a seed, and He became sustenance and nourishment for all nations, and exalted her
memory in heaven and on earth.

From ages to ages and forever. Amen.

The chariot that the chosen prophet Ezekiel saw cannot be compared to your beauty, O Holy Virgin.
For living creatures, blessing cherubims, were yoked in it, with the appearances of four faces with
the shape of a lion, of an ox, of an eagle and of a man. But, you are the blessed Mother, and your
knees became a chariot to Him, and your shoulders became wheels, and your mouth sang glory.
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(When they arrive to the cave, the celebrant puts Jesus the Child in the Manger and then they get back to the Altar, while
they sing these songs)

On thisjo\ggul cla9

On this joyful day. We praise God again.
On the birth of his only Son. Alleluiah. Alleluiah /3x
# s Of the Virgin Mary’s pride. Today appeared the one who raised the dead.
He was born between animals, Alleluiah. Alleluiah /3x
%  InBethlehem, O believers. The Holy of Saints was born.
As the prophets says: Alleluiah. Alleluiah /3x
Soldiers of heavenly bode. Hebrew shepherds.
And they are pleased, saying, Alleluiah. Alleluiah /3x
# A star shone from heaven. To the Magi scientists.
It guided them to the Child’s place. Alleluiah. Alleluiah /3x

They travelled (roamed) through towns and Looking for the King of the world.
countries. Alleluiah /3x

And when they have arrived, they bowed to

him. Alleluiah.

This is the birth of the Lord of all creations. O, all creations, sing with us.
Glory to God in the highest. Alleluiah Alleluiah /3x
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Lord, our Lord

#  Lord, our Lord, when Your divinity moved to descend to cloth our human body, Gabriel flew and
carried the peace of his Lord and sowed in the ear of Mary, and said to her: “Peace be with you
Mary, My Lord is with you and the Saviour of the whole world will come forth from You”. Alleluiah
- The King whose kingdom will not come to an end.

* Mary replied to Gabriel the Archangel: “How will this happen which you announced to me? When
and where and in which time is it heard that the Virgin conceived without knowing a man?” The
Watcher replied: “The Holy Spirit will descend upon you, and the Power of the Most High will
tabernacle and dwell in You, Alleluiah, and you will give birth to the Child of wonder, who by his
coming will save the Creation”.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
%  When she gave Him birth, Mary said to Christ: “How will I call You my Son? I do not know. Will
I call You “newborn baby” - but You are older than generations. Will I call You Old - but You are
a Child. I will call You “Radiance, which shone forth from the Father, and came to enlighten all
creation, Alleluiah, blessed is your radiance and glorious is your manifestation; Adoration to your
Father who sent You for our salvation”.
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From ages to ages and forever. Amen

Mary said to the virgins and to her friends: “Joy and great exultation to me, for He who is served
by the watchers and by the angels, I carried Him and He carries creations. I chant for the One who
teaches melodies to women, and the angels rows of fire encircled to His honour, Alleluiah, cry out
to Him, “Holy, holy, holy the Lord, and blessed is His honour”

This dayj r;joice all

My Lord, this day, the kings, priests and prophets rejoice. For, their words were fulfilled in Him
and came to reality.

Again the Tree of life brings hope to the dead ones. The Hidden parable of Solomon today became
true.

#  The word which Micah spoke, today came to reality: The shepherd came forth from the Eph’rathah,
and shepherded the people with His staff.

From the dry wood staff of Aaron sprouted and germinated a fruit; This day is explained the
mystery of the Virgin womb which begot.
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# Behold, the star of Jacob appeared and it stood above Israel. Today, the prophesy which Balaam
spoke, became true.

The Light of above descended and manifested its beauty in flesh, for today its appearance became
radiant in Bethlehem, as said by Zachariah.

s  The Light of the Kingdom manifested for us in Eph’rathah, the village of kings. The blessing which
blessed Jacob, today came to fulfillment.

Who is able to glorify the Son of Holiness who appeared to us? For the righteous men of each
generations greatly desired to see Him.

(when they arrive to the Altar, the celebrant starts the Mass)
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